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“Do not neglect to show hospitality to stranger, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:1-

2The Kindness of Strangers 

What a joy to celebrate Easter together!  It has been a wonderful Holy Week and Easter Sunday and I 

thank the very active Worship and Faith Development teams and Music talent that put so much activity,     

creativity and time into planning such vibrant opportunities for worship. 

During this time, we have been able to worship with friends, with visiting family and even with new     

visitors.  All were invited back to join us in worship again for regular and special worship services such as 

Thursday’s “Messy Church” and next Sunday’s “Holy Humor Sunday.”  

As we extend invitations to new people, we have to be aware that someone’s visiting friend or family 

member is, to someone else, a stranger. We are reminded—OFTEN—in scripture to be kind to strangers, to 

welcome them, and to make sure to show hospitality.   

In an age where most people teach their children to watch out for strangers, hospitality can be             

counter-cultural. In most areas of life, we are concerned about strangers in a world that often seems to be a 

much more dangerous place than it used to be. The truth is, however, that the world has always been a        

dangerous place. We just know more about that danger, quicker than in the past, because of the                      

24-hour news cycle.  

As an elementary school child growing up in Nashville, I usually walked to school with my best friend. 

After school, Katherine and I were often found bicycling around the neighborhood, playing with friends. I 

guess that in today’s terms, I was a “free-range kid”. Our mothers gave us a certain amount of free range    

latitude, as long as we followed certain safety rules and came home on time. Was there danger involved? Sure, 

there were some bike crashes and lots of scraped up knees, but we also got to know many of the neighbors. 

We figured out who was friendly and who was not.  

Then, my family moved and I had experience of becoming the stranger in a new neighborhood. I            

remember and was much appreciative of the people who welcomed me, even in my awkwardness.  I was used 

to being the hometown girl who knew my neighborhood, and my school inside and out. It’s difficult being the 

newcomer and the stranger. 

There’s a resurrection story of Jesus meeting people as they’re traveling to Emmaus.  For most of the   

conversation, they don’t recognize that they’re traveling with Jesus.  For some mysterious reason, they can’t 

see who they are walking and talking with. But, they are hospitable and invite him in to share a meal.  It is in 

the breaking of break, sharing that meal together, that they realize and recognize Jesus.   

The book of Hebrews, which the Presbyterian Women are studying this year, reminds us:  “Do not neglect 

to show hospitality to stranger, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” This is a 

reminder that God works through strangers.  In one church I once served, they often reminded people that 

“Visitors come with gifts and leave with blessings.” Let us continue to practice warm hospitality, inviting and 

greeting new people into this active community of Good News! 

Shalom, 

Kristin 

 



Please welcome Miguel Carlin, our new Ministries Coordinator.  Miguel will coordinate activities 

and events among the Faith Development, Mission, Congregational Care and Fellowship teams. 

He will also work with our ministry team leaders to implement the Growth Initiative. Miguel will 

also be collaborating with the Spring Branch Academy to plan our weekly WOW (Worship on 

Wednesday) program.   

Miguel brings a variety of experiences to Spring Branch from both the private and non-profit  

sectors. His most recent experience was with educational non-profit DiscoverU. His role at      

DiscoverU was to help plan and implement donor engagement events and activities.  

Additionally, he helped build community partnerships on behalf DiscoverU around volunteerism 

and program engagement. He also has worked in the private sector where he was focused on 

creating programs that helped increase employee engagement and diversity.  

Miguel is a lifelong Presbyterian and contributes his faith development to his home church in 

Kentucky Community of Faith Presbyterian Church. Community of Faith has provided him with a 

variety of leadership development opportunities over the years. He currently is completing a 

term on the Board of Trustees and has served on the Board of Deacons.  

He also has been privileged to serve the national PCUSA by serving on the Presbyterians for    

Disabilities Concerns Network Leadership Team. PDC is a national network of Presbyterian 

Health, Education, Welfare Association (P.H.E.W.A). The role of PDC is to help congregations, 

middle governing bodies, and General Assembly with creating inclusive and welcoming places for 

individuals with disabilities.   

Miguel holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture Education, Communications and     

Leadership from the University of Kentucky. He also has obtained a Master of Agriculture degree 

in Agricultural Development from Texas A&M University.  

On a personal level Miguel is originally from Kentucky where his family currently resides. He has 

one brother and one sister who live in Kentucky and Chicago respectfully. He enjoys                  

volunteering, Kentucky basketball, and Texas A&M football!! He also enjoys helping promote  

initiatives that help young adults grow in their faith such as the United Campus                          

Ministry of Aggieland.  

Miguel will be in the office and in worship most days.  Please stop in to welcome him to SBPC! 









 

Presbyterian Women at a Glance  

PW BIBLE MODERATORS meet 4/4at 9:30 AM in Conference Room. (Every 1st Wed. of the month) 

PW BOARD meets 4/4at 10:15 AM in Conference Room. (Every 1st Wed. of the month) 

PW BIBLE STUDY meets 4/11 at 9:30 AM at Patti Nanney’s home, 538 Chelsea St, 77401 

HAPPY HANDS meets 4/25 at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  (Every 4th Wed. of the month) 

No ZIP trip in April. There will be a nice Ladies Luncheon at McHughes Tea Room, 

Join us for food and fellowship— 6:00 PM every Wednesday 

4/4— Hot Dogs– Baseball Night 

 

 

4/11— Chicken Pot Pie 

 

              

4/18— BBQ Brisket  

 

  

4/25—Panko Crusted Baked Chicken                       









 Hear My Prayer, Oh Lord 
 

 
 

The Care Group has placed two prayer trees on the bulletin 

boards – one in the Narthex and one outside the main office.  

You may write your prayer request on a paper heart from the 

basket and hang it on the tree.  You may request prayer    

anonymously or you can put names you feel appropriate.  

Someone may take your heart to pray, or they may just see 

your heart on the tree and pray for you.  Some hearts may be 

added to our Prayers of the People during Sunday Worship.  

All hearts placed on the tree will be prayed for. 

Celebrate! 
Since this year is the 30th. anniversary of Presbyterian 

Women, our theme will celebrate the history of PW, and 

before that---Women of the Church---at SBPC with      

honoring past women leaders, mission projects,           

fund-raisers, college scholarship winners, and other 

events in the history of women’s involvement at 

SBPC.  We will need volunteers to decorate tables, to    

create publicity, to organize the benefit drawings/silent 

auction items to raise money for college scholarships, to 

set-up the Gathering Place before the event, and to plan 

the food and recruit volunteers to bring the menu items 

for our CELEBRATION.  

ALL WOMEN at SBPC will be invited to attend on August 

12.  If you are unable to come to the planning meeting 

on April 25, please contact Carol Davis 

at caroldavis@entouch.net or Doris Wright 

at doriswright66@gmail.com before the planning meeting 

with your suggestions and how you would like to be in-

volved.  We also need more ideas on “who and what” to 

use for a theme for the centerpieces.  Thanks in advance 

for your interest and involvement! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thanks to Casey Dickerson and Jason 

(a resident at Down Home Ranch) for             

delivering our Easter Lilies this year.  Down 

Home Ranch in Elgin, Texas, has grown and  

delivered our Easter Lilies and Christmas   

Poinsettias for the past several years.  Down 

Home Ranch is a 410 acre working farm that 

empowers the lives of people with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities through         

social, educational, residential, and vocational 

opportunities http://

www.downhomeranch.org/.    



SBPA has been granted   

the use of half of the         

Conference Room on a 

temporary basis, until    

August 31st. The Academy          

requested the space to use 

as an  infant room for  

current Academy families 

that are expecting additions 

in the coming months.  

Various groups within the 

Church may be making 

changes related to their 

meeting places. On the 

weekends, the full        

Conference room will able      

available for use. During the 

week, the east end may be 

used by groups that elect 

not to relocate to another 

room in the Church. 

 The Academy truly        

appreciates the Church’s 

flexibility with the use of    

a shared space. 

Unwind Dinner 

Group 
You are invited to gather with  

The Unwind Dinner Group  

for fellowship around  

the dinner table. 

Please contact Denise Wilborn  

to let her know  

if you are attending. 

Text: 713.725.2816 

Email: dwilborn55@gmail.com 

Future dates: 

April 16 

May 21 

June 18 

             July 16 

      August 20 







Happy Anniversary! 

Dr. Eanju Davis 4/4 

Elliot Rouse 4/9 

Carla Pace 4/9 

Emma Pace 4/10 

Terry Austin 4/11 

Emily Mitchell 4/14 

Dick Slover 4/14 

Donald McDaniel 4/16 

Kylie Marie Alderson 4/17 

Karen Dikeman 4/20 

Arletta Lees 4/23 

Alexandra "Alex" Napuri 4/25 

Parker Blome 4/27 

Laverne Coller 4/29 

Thomas Lepera 4/25 

Stephanie Premer and Thomas Lepera 4/1 

Greg Browne and Harriet Riley 4/8 

Sam and Rachel Wright 4/10 

Dick and Dorothy Slover 4/18 

Gerald and Jan Fitts 4/26 

Ken and Terry Austin 4/28 
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        GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 


