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   Today, from the “Money is Funny” files, I’ll offer a few 

thoughts. There are so many people around who, despite 

their claims, still believe that money brings happiness. It’s 

just not true. The truth is that it isn’t money that makes people happy. Give a 

poor man $1,000, and he’ll probably offer his heartfelt thanks.  Give a rich 

man $1,000, and he is likely to think you’re a fool. It’s really not the money; 

it’s the access it gives you. It sweetens your choices in life, to be sure. But if 

you can’t afford to put food in your stomach, you’re not going to be happy if 

I merely tell you , in your hunger, to “have a nice day,” you might  

respond that it’s hard to have a nice day when you haven’t eaten in three. 

   After a month here at SBPC, I don’t think I’ve met up with anyone who 

hasn’t eaten in days. Have you met any of these unfortunates in our church 

sphere? Actually, we’re rich ,no matter how we may  feel or think. Right now, 

out of our personal bounty, you and I have the luxury of proving again an 

old aphorism of Christian stewardship: “The more you give, the more you 

get.” It’s been said many times down through the centuries and every time 

it’s been true. 

   You might recall F. Scott Fitzgerald’s outlook expressed in The Great  

Gatsby:   “You know, the rich really are different from you and me…”  To 

this, his good friend Ernest Hemingway responded: “Yeah, they have more 

money.” The older Ernest understood that the rich are not gods and  

goddesses and the poor are still God’s children, as human as any person on 

earth. 

   So now, I’ll ask you to do something you’ve probably never done before. 

Let’s act like we’re rich when we make our financial commitment to this 

church this month. I’ve already made my pledge and I hope you will , too. 

With all the fine work SBPC is doing we can all share in these vital  

ministries and do the worderful work of the Lord—right here, right now! 

 

Autumn Blessings 





                         STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

 

 

Sunday, November 11th, will be our Stewardship Potluck immediately following worship.  No reservation is required! “Live Gen-

erously: Making Your Faithful Investment” is this year’s Stewardship emphasis. Please remember to bring your pledge cards with 

you to worship or turn them into the church office. We look forward to seeing you and enjoying this special time.  

Incredible Outreach Opportunity!  
Pines Presbyterian Church is hosting a Feed My Starving  Children (FMSC) MobilePack  

Friday, Nov. 2
nd

 & Saturday, Nov. 3
rd

. Through a FMSC MobilePack™ event, our community 

is responding to the cries of those in need by producing 100,000 nutritious meals for kids 

around the world.  

 

We invite you to join 500 volunteers to pack meals for this MobilePack event. During a two-

hour shift, adults and children five years and older will measure and scoop ingredients, seal 

bags, and prepare boxes for shipping. To learn more about what happens at a MobilePack 

click this video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ech5XOryipM&t=84s. To register to 

be volunteers, check out this site http://pinespc.org/feed-my-starving-children/ . For more 

information, contact Pines at  

713-467-2234. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ech5XOryipM&t=84s
http://pinespc.org/feed-my-starving-children/


FALL BACK! 

Push your clocks back  

one hour at 2:00 AM on  

November 4th 

In November we will have our tenth Messy Church.  It also marks one year since this 
one-year pilot was approved by Session, therefore, here’s an update on what’s  
happening with this community outreach worship service.  God is at work! 
Each month Messy Church has had 50-75 adults and kids gather to learn about God  
together through play and creativity, to celebrate God and His love for us, and to 
eat a fellowship meal together.   

We’ve covered a lot of ground: “God’s Love” in February.  “Jesus in the Wilderness” 
in March.  “After Easter” in April.  “God’s World (Creation Story)” in May.  “On the 
Road with Jesus (Road to Emmaus)” in June.  “Let Your Light Shine (Luke 11:33)” in 

July.  “God 24/7 (Jesus on the Mountain/Great Commission)” in August.  Jesus the Teacher (Parable of the Lost Sheep)” 
in September.   

Activities are for all ages.  They have involved everything from Legos to ramen, gingerbread to maps, electronics to 
paint.  We try not to send families home with a bunch of crafts, but we do try to send them home with a touchpoint to 
God to continue to share with their family over the next month.  Our sharing of the gospel and the Bible scriptures gets 
richer each month; Kathleen continues to lead with awesome music.  One thing that hasn’t changed: pizza and chicken 
tenders with salad are the fellowship meals - though now we’ve added tacos to the rotation.   

We secured a grant from the Presbytery to support additional discipleship activities and fund Messy Church for another 
year.  We continue to refine it.  We’re working to improve the connections between the activities and the scriptures, to 
find ways to facilitate community and growing in faith outside of the first Thursday, to get back to advertising to the 
school district and the neighborhood (we’ve found that the name is just deviant enough to get people interested and 
gives us a chance to explain what it is before they tune out), and to have the right amount of food every month.   

We’d like to thank the Church and the Academy, especially the Messy Church volunteers and the Session, for 
their support in this little evangelical experiment.  THANK YOU!!!! 

               Join us for food and fellowship  

 

November 7 —Hamburgers 

    November 14— BBQ 

         November 21— Thanksgiving week; No Dinner 

              November 28— Spaghetti and meatballs  

 





 

Presbyterian Women at a Glance  

PW BIBLE MODERATORS meets 11/7 at 9:30 AM. in the Conference Room. 

PW BOARD meets 11/7 at 10:15 AM in Conference Room. (Every 1st Wed. of the month) 

PW CIRCLE meets 11/14 at 9:30 AM at Dorothy Slover’s home, (Every 2nd Wed. of the month) 

NO ZIP TRIPS in November or December (ZIP Trip Every 3rd Wed. of the month) 

NO HAPPY HANDS meeting in November.  (Every 4th Wed. of the month) 

PW  DIRECTORIES are now available in the Church Office. 

 

PW Unwind November 19 - Save the Date 

Let someone else do the cooking and the cleanup during the holiday  
season. The Unwind Dinner group is meeting on November 19th at  
Fratelli’s Ristorante, (http://www.fratellisristorantehouston.com/menus/
Dinner-Fall2018-v1.pdf). to relax and engage in conversation as we enjoy 
Italian food.   Please join us and bring a friend on Monday at 6:00 p.m. for 
food, fellowship, and friendship.  Fratelli’s is located at 1330 Wirt Road, 
77055 (southeast corner of Wirt and Westview). If you have missed a few 
Unwind dinners, come join us.  If you have never joined us before, why not 
this month?  If you want to invite a friend, please do so.  If you have  
questions or want to RSVP, contact Denise Wilborn via text  
(713-725-2816) or by email (dwilborn55@gmail.com).   

November UNZIP Trip for Presbyterian Women  

UNZIP TRIP set for 11/28 to the Museum of  Fine Arts to view a  

special exhibit - Tudors to Windsors: British Royal Portraits from  

Holbein to Warhol.  Admission that day for the exhibit is only $10 for 

Seniors (65+) & $14 for Adults. This is a self-guided tour; if  ten or 

more would like a docent-led guided tour, cost is $16 for  

Seniors & $22 for Adults. Reservations are required a week in advance! 

We will leave the Church at 9:15 a.m. and lunch at the Museum Café.  

RSVP to Marguerite Priest at 713-808-9888 or mepriest@hotmail.com 

no later than November 19 if  you plan to attend!   



  

Celebrate November’s Birthdays, Sunday, November 11th 

Continuing with our new tradition, we will gather together to celebrate those having 

a birthday on the second Sunday of each month. So mark you calendars for Sunday, 
November 11th,, as we linger after church and enjoy each others’ company.   



 
Calling all runners and walkers to support PCHAS! 

Run in the Chevron Houston Marathon or the Aramco Houston Half Marathon (Sunday,  
January 20, 2019) or the We Are Houston 5K Race (Saturday, January 19, 2019) and support our 
PCHAS children and families!  Those runners interested in the marathon or half marathon will  
fundraise $500 to support PCHAS clients, while 5K runners will fundraise $175 to support PCHAS  
clients.  All runners will be invited to a pasta dinner on Saturday evening to celebrate their 5K  
finish or to get carb-loaded for their half or full marathon.  Contact Lisa Johnson 
at lisa.johnson@pchas.org or 252-207-3567 for more information. 

mailto:lisa.johnson@pchas.org




A/V Training 
A full-scale A/V crash course will be held on Saturday, November 10, at 9:00 a.m. This in-depth class will  

Include the Fellowship Hall, the Gathering Place, and the Sanctuary equipment, as well as anything else you 

would like to learn. We employ several part time A/V technicians, but if they are unavailable, it’s  

always good to have a backup!  Please RSVP to ethan@springbranchpres.org if you plan to  attend.  

  

  

The Gathering Place meets Monday, November 19th, at 10:00 a.m.! Check out the  

photos from previous Gathering Place meetings! More volunteers are always needed. If  

you can spare one Monday of  the month from 9ish to 1-ish, we would love for you to join 

us. Please join us.  It will be a fun and rewarding  experience!  

 

mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org


Dust off your Halos; It’s Angel Tree Time Again! 

 

SBPC has been participating in the Angel Tree program for many 
years, providing Christmas gifts for the children of incarcerated  
parents.  Every year, our church receives the names of about 20  
children who live in the zip codes around our church.  
  
Through contact with each of the families, we determine items that the 
children need or want.  In addition to two gifts designated from the 
parent, each child receives a gift from SBPC.  Each family also receives a generous food basket.  We will 
be collecting nonperishable foods for these baskets, so watch for collection bins outside the church office. 
  
Tags will be available beginning on Sunday, December 2,  before and after worship, and also on  
Wednesday, December 5, at dinner.  Be sure to pick up one or two! Here’s what you do:  select an angel 
tag (or two).  Purchase the gift (in the $20 price range). Wrap the gift, sticking the tag to the front of the 
package.  Return the gift to the church office no later than Friday, December 14. 
  
Please consider being the Angel who delivers these treasures to one of the families in the days before 
Christmas. All of the deliveries should be fairly close to the church.  It can be a moving holiday  
experience to see meet the children we have purchased gifts for. If you are interested in delivering, 
please let Laurie Mitchell know.  



Thanks for Giving!  
 

Spring Branch Presbyterian 
Church once again demon-
strated its generosity and 
support for the Memorial 
Assistance Ministries. The 
Congregation contributed 
$2,300 for MAM’s back to 
school campaign . Thank you 
for your generosity! 

Poinsettias! 
We will have poinsettias for purchase again this year! You can place your 

order today! They are a beautiful way to bring color and brightness to the 

Church throughout the Advent Season! What a lovely way to honor your 

loved ones, or to have a beautiful remembrance of those who are no longer 

with us. Don’t forget to bring your poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

Please remember to indicate who you are honoring, and/or remembering, with your payment of 

$10.00 to SBPC.  You can drop off your payment in the Church Office or during Worship Service 

in the offering Plate.  Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy for you and your family this Advent Season. 

  **UPDATE FOR PEACE AND  
GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING** 

Through the Peace & Global Witness Offering, 

Presbyterians are addressing some of the most 

challenging conflicts of our time.  SBPC is 

pleased to report that we collected $1,173 for 

our 2018 Peace and Global Witness  Offering!  

That amount will be donated to the Presbyterian  

Disaster Assistance. Thank you for your generous 

donations!   

Congratulations to Stephanie Premer and  

Thomas Lepera on the birth of their new son , 

Tristan Lucas Lepera. Tristan made his  

appearance at 6:27 p.m. on October 12, 2018, 

weighing in at 7 lbs.,3 oz. and 20 inches long. 

 

All are invited to help decorate the  
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall for Advent 

& Christmas. 

Join us at 5:00 PM on Sunday, November 

26th and stay for supper afterwards!! 

 



 

IMPORTANT PRESPRESS & BULLETIN REMINDER   

ALL PRESPRESS articles are DUE no later than the 20th of this month!  Please email 

your articles to churchoffice@springbranchpres.org no later than the 20th.   

BULLETIN information is DUE no later than the Wednesday before the  the service.   

Would you like to receive our weekly  
announcements via email every Friday?  Sign-up 

by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

A Prayer Chain Email is sent to 
our “prayer warriors” when we 
receive word about someone in 

need. Contact the Church  
Office or Sarah Dikeman if 

you’d like to be added. 

Fairbees Square Dance Club Update    

Ministries Coordinator Miguel Carlin welcomed the Fairbees Square Dance Club to Spring Branch  

Presbyterian Church at our ribbon cutting ceremony on September 6th.  Since then we have held 

our weekly dances every Thursday evening from 7:30 to 9:30 with optional lessons in plus dancing 

at 6:30. Both club members and visitors have been very pleased with the attractiveness and  

spaciousness of the Gathering Place. The smooth flooring makes it perfect for square dancing.  

 
Please mark your calendars for mid-January 2019 when we will start holding lessons for beginners 

who are interested in learning how to square dance. We welcome any members of Spring Branch 

Presbyterian or their friends to join us!! 

 

(Pictures courtesy of Pat Wills and Frank Hunter) 

In the event you are cleaning out closets and come across gently used toys, such as puzzles, blocks, large 

Legos or other stacking blocks or toys, cars, trucks, animals too large to be swallowed, or other manipula-

tive play toys, please donate them in the box at the Church office for use in either the Prayground or Free 

Play Zone (Wednesday Night Suppers).  Thank You!!   



Cynthia "Cyndi" Ballesteros 11/1 

Marguerite Priest 11/2 

Jacquie Ballesteros 11/3 

Sarah Powell 11/4 

Clementine Lanan 11/5 

Isaiah Lanan 11/5 

Lily Lanan 11/5 

Meg Humphrey 11/6 

Deona Vakiari 11/07 

Elizabeth Powell 11/10 

Joel Alegria 11/10 

Nina Rach 11/10 

Jacqueline "Jackie" Nix 11/11 

Jennifer Miller 11/11 

Carrie Whittlesey 11/12 

Wanda Boyd 11/12 

Jeff and Megan Hogg 11/4 

Steve and Fonda Blair 11/4 

Liz and Stephen Earnest 11/6 

Jay and Kathleen Holder 11/15 

C. Richard and Delia Nix 11/16 

Rocco and Lin Sabala 11/27 

Charles Fairchild 11/14 
Jayden Talley Earnest 11/15 

Maxine Heath 11/15 

Kate Cross 11/16 

Renee Henry 11/02 

Matthew Jeremiah 
Hogg 11/19 
Jeff Hogg 11/21 

Melissa Rendon 11/21 

Luke Balli 11/23 

McCaslin Ballesteros 11/25 

Brice Wilborn 11/26 

Kyle Lezon 11/27 

Dorothy Briley 11/29 

Matthew Albert 11/29 

Rhonda Hill 11/30 
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        GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 


