
 

 

Greetings, members and friends, and welcome to Holy Week! 
 
It is hard to believe that we have been in pandemic mode for over a year.   It was all of our hope that by this time, the extra measures 
of isolation would be a thing in our past.   It has not happened that way.   I am very thankful for the progress we have made, and 
hopeful that things are finally trending the right direction.  Please join me in praying that we continue this trend. 
 
One of the most difficult things about this time is not only the disease itself, but the isolation that we have all experienced.    This is 
something new to our generation.  Although we have taken historic steps to stay connected, none of us truly know what the result of 
the increased isolation is doing to our society.    However, test results are beginning to also show unprecedented levels of anxiety and 
stress in children, adolescents, and adults alike.  In each group, we are seeing new levels of stress-related mental distress and 
illness.  Stress has a way of being released, whether we intend it or not, and can pop up in unexpected ways if we are not very 
careful.  I also believe that we are created beings in whom there is a strong connection between body and soul.  We know that mental 
stress can have huge negative impacts on our physical well-being.  This means that the isolation necessary to protect us at this time 
could also be causing difficulties that may last long after the disease itself. 
 
All of this points to something we knew, but are learning in new and powerful ways.  First, we were created to be in community with 
one another.   When we are not able to be part of intentional community, the effects may be much greater than we imagine.   Put in a 
positive light, the value of community, something we may have taken for granted, is immense.  Even the psalmist David taught us in 
Psalm 133, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”   In other words, community is healthy, 
necessary for our physical and spiritual well-being, and even curative. 
 
So how do we balance our need for physical protection and community, when the two can sometimes seem at odds?   Here are a 
couple of thoughts: 
 
1.  Please consider getting vaccinated.   While I know that this is an immensely personal decision, your decision has huge ramifications, 
not only for yourself, but for community.   While no vaccine is perfect, the CDC study of the very few people who have died after 
receiving a vaccine “revealed no evidence that vaccination contributed to patient deaths.”  Rather, when administered in a timely 
manner, have been 100% effective in preventing death from COVID, and that in the unlikely event that a vaccinated person is infected, 
the severity of the illness is greatly reduced.  Studies are still being done to determine whether or not it is possible for a vaccinated 
person to spread COVID, but at the very least, it is highly unlikely.   So, getting vaccinated is one very positive thing we can do for 
community.  For more about this, you may wish to see this informative page: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/
fully-vaccinated.html 
 
2.  Find ways to stay in community.   Of course, virtual offerings are commonplace now.  So do take advantage of those, even though 
they can never be a complete substitute for in-person contact.   Remember, isolation increases stress.  This does not mean, however, 
that community will be perfect.  Even with all of its benefits, community is sometimes messy.  We will not always agree on 
everything.   Sometimes we may disagree sharply.  This is the nature of all human relationships.   What is perhaps unique at this time, 
is the increased need for patience, self-understanding, very clear communication, and the practice of forgiveness.   When there is extra 
stress in the midst, community just takes more work.  Yet the rewards are greater than ever.   
 
This is Holy Week.  We are celebrating the fact that Jesus laid down his life for us.   Could there be a more important guiding image for 
us right now?  Just as sacrifice was the way to new life and new hope for the early Christian community, it remains our only hope as 
well.  But what a hope that is!  There is a new beginning just over the horizon.  Christ is risen!   As one people, let us come together to 
the praise of Christ our King! 
 
I hope to see you all for a great celebration on Easter morning.    
 

He is risen indeed! 
Kevin 

 
“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer...”   Acts 1:14 
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We are also very excited to announce that we 

will have a special guest singer joining us for 

a moving music presentation. Meet Christina 

Wells! Christina is a singer, actress, and 

inspirational speaker from Houston, TX. After 

years of caring for others as a single mother 

and registered nurse, Christina gained national 

stardom as a semi-finalist on America’s Got 

Talent. Her passion is to entertain and inspire the world with her power house 

voice and her heartfelt message of hope and love. Christina is very excited to be 

sharing this Easter Sunday with Spring Branch Presbyterian Church.  

Easter Sunday, April 4th at 10:00 AM 
Outdoor Worship Service 

Come share in the Word, music, and socially distant  
Fellowship as we celebrate our risen Lord.   

This will not be the same as our previous parking lot services. You are invited to 
worship where you feel comfortable. If you prefer to worship from inside your 

vehicle, we ask that you park in the back two rows of the parking lot. If you would 
prefer to sit outside, please find a socially distanced area in front of those worshiping 

from their cars. Those worshiping from chairs are asked to park in the west end of 
the main parking lot (by the playground) and walk to the front. For the sake of 

comfortability, we recommend that you bring your own chairs from home. For those 
unable to do so, we will have plastic lawn chairs available.  

 
The service will be streamed live at www.facebook.com/springbranchpres. Should 

you need a restroom, the Sanctuary Narthex bathrooms will be available.  
 

We hope to see you there! 

http://www.facebook.com/springbranchpres


 

 



 

 

Drive-Thru Wednesday Night Supper  

 

April 1 — Baked Rigatoni 
Maundy Thursday 

 

April 14 — Hot Dogs 
Jan & Gerald Fitts 

 

April 28 — Hungarian Goulash 
Silvia Argyriou 

 

 

The direction of the drive-thru lane has changed! Please enter the parking lot at the light 
at Bace and Campbell. The dinner line will form in the opposite direction, picking up food at 

the Fellowship Hall doors, and then exiting back out onto Campbell via the drive 
underneath the port-cochere. The Academy now closes at 6:00 PM, so please try not to 
arrive early. If you do, you may park in a parking space until after the parent pickup has 

concluded, then enter the line.  
 

You do not have to get out of your vehicle, just roll down the window or unlock the side 
door. Kevin will also be offering prayers for all who wish. Please try to arrive between 6:00-
6:20 PM. All sanitary precautions will be strictly observed during preparation and delivery. 

Watch your email for placing orders! 
 

The dinners will be free, but we are accepting donations. We are also accepting donations 
for the Fair Haven Food Pantry (non-perishable food items, plastic grocery bags, cleaning 
supplies, and paper products). We are also continuing to accept thank you cards for our 

dedicated Houston healthcare workers. Please do not seal the envelopes.  

Don’t forget to order your Easter Lily in 

memory or in honor of a loved one.  You can 

place your order until Friday, April 2nd by 

using this form: https://forms.gle/

s3Jk2nGHTD1rusfx8.  They are $10 each.  

The names of those remembered or honored 

will be in the Easter Sunday Bulletin. 

https://forms.gle/s3Jk2nGHTD1rusfx8
https://forms.gle/s3Jk2nGHTD1rusfx8


 

 

        Presbyterian Women this Month 
 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW MODERATORS meet on 4/7 at 9:30 a.m. (via Zoom) 

PW BOARD MEETING meet on 4/7 at 10:15 a.m. (via Zoom) 

PW CIRCLE meeting on 4/14 at 9:30 a.m. (via Zoom) 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible Study will be on Tuesday, 4/20 at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 8: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/into-the-light/ 

Contact Carol Davis to receive a Zoom Invitation for both the Day Circle and the Evening Bible Study. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 4/28 at 9:30 a.m. in the Gathering Place. 

There will be no ZIP TRIP in April.  

Bible Study Using Zoom: April 20th at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 8 of Into the Light will be discussed by the group of women 

using Zoom on Tuesday, April 20th, at 7 p.m.  All SBPC women are 

welcomed in this Bible study group through videoconference!  Contact 

Carol Davis at caroldavis@entouch.net to receive the Zoom invitation to 

join the meeting.   

Yeah!  Happy Hands will be happy again! 
 

The Happy Hands Group will hold its first meeting on Wednesday, April 28, at 9:30 
am.  The details of where we meet and how we will keep everyone safe will be 
forthcoming.  We just need to be patient a little longer.  Look for details closer to 
the meeting date!  We’ll keep you informed. 

 

At the meeting, we will have pillows to sew shut and pillow 
forms to stuff.  If sewing or stuffing aren’t your thing, bring 
some other craft or even just bring yourself.  It will feel so 
great to be back together.  Contact Doris Wright (281-597-
1693) if you have any questions. Hope to see you soon. 

http://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/into-the-light/
mailto:caroldavis@entouch.net


 

 

SBPC Scholarship applications are now available for interested 
students! Completed applications are due May 1 for the year applying 
and should be turned in to Sarah Dikeman for the women’s scholarship 

and Ken Crawford for the men’s scholarship. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

A Prayer Chain Email is sent to our 

“prayer warriors” when we receive 

word about someone in need. 

Contact the Church Office or Sarah 

Dikeman if you’d like to be added.  

Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 

around the world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and 

support for the poor and oppressed.  

 

Ways to Give: 

• Through your congregation 

• Donate by credit card online at presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs 

• Text OGHS to 91999 to give 

 

This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing. Our gifts 

help to improve the lives of people in challenging situations through three impactful 

programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program,  

Self-Development of People.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

SBPC has resumed in-person Worship and Sunday School. By attending, you are agreeing to 

follow the guidelines set forth for a safe return, primarily, wearing a mask at all times while 

indoors. The guidelines for Worship and Sunday School are available at: 

www.springbranchpres.org/covid-19-guidelines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every week, the service is being streamed live to the SBPC YouTube Channel: https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCCK-MbvQ1TkJiUmDq1Psswg. 

 

 

Please don’t forget to turn in your Pledge Card. For a digital copy, 

please visit the following link: http://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/01/Pledge-Card.pdf. You can download this 

card, type directly into it, and email it to 

giving@springbranchpres.org or jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  

http://www.springbranchpres.org/covid-19-guidelines
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCK-MbvQ1TkJiUmDq1Psswg/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCK-MbvQ1TkJiUmDq1Psswg/playlists
http://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Pledge-Card.pdf
http://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Pledge-Card.pdf
mailto:giving@springbranchpres.org
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

The Pastor’s Bible Study with Kevin is continuing to meet online  

at 11:00 AM on Tuesday mornings.  Here is the information to join the study: 

Meeting ID: 897 7951 2452 | Password: 754888 | Zoom Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09  

 

April 4, 2021; Easter; Communion  

Text: John 20:1-18 

Title: People of Hope 1: This Changes Everything 

Focus: Because of Christ’s resurrection we, and our world, are different. 

 

April 11, 2021; 2nd Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: Psalm 133 

Text: John 20:19-31 

Title: People of Hope 2: New Doors Open 

Focus: Jesus still turns the impossible to possible. 

 

April 18, 2021; 3rd Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19     

Text: Luke 24:36b-48 

Title: People of Hope 3: What About Doubt and Fear? 

Focus: Christ’s presence is the hope for doubt and fear. 

 

April 25, 2021; 4th Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 

Text: John 10: 11-18 

Title: People of Hope 4: We’re Not Alone Down Here 

Focus: Christ is faithfully leading us through these troubled times. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09


 

 

Pentecost Luncheon 
Sunday, May 23rd  

Save the date for an outdoor Pentecost luncheon (weather 

permitting) on May 23rd following worship. The Fellowship 

Committee will provide lunch and drinks. Bring lawn chairs or a 

blanket for your family, and enjoy the company of your church 

family. More details to follow as we get closer to the event.  



 

 

In September of 2019, Boy Scout Troop 478 grew significantly when it merged 
with Troop 652. That merge brought the adult leadership, 40+ scouts, and 
some equipment. Their current membership now exceeds 50 scouts. The 
Troop found the scouting facilities quite adequate, but has planned some 
repairs and improvements to expand the Scout Hut facilities.  

 
Some of those projects include:  
 

• Roof repair or replacement 
• Painting the Scout Hut 
• Expanding the front overhang 12ft 
• Creating a 12ft overhang in the rear of the Scout Hut 
• Removing the water tank in the lot behind the Scout Hut 
• Extending the north side of the Scout Hut for a future camping trailer 
• Acquiring a camping trailer 
• Removing the fence behind the Scout Hut 
• Installing pavers from the Scout Hut to the parking lot 

 
In September of 2020, the Session voted to close the Designated Scout Fund, and give those 
funds to Boy Scout Troop 478 to put towards the upcoming updates and repairs to the Scout 
Hut.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This last Monday, March 29th, Troop 478 held a Court of Honor. Pastor Kevin and Garth 
Heitshusen were in attendance for the event to present the surprise donation of $2,090.04 to 
the Troop.  
 
Following that surprise donation, another surprise happened. Garth 
Heitshusen was presented with a knife that was hand crafted by Kevin 
Boyd on behalf of Spring Branch Presbyterian Church for his many 
years of continued service to Troop 478. The materials used to make 
the knife were comprised of items from the Scout Hut, a piece of 
walnut from the Heitshusen’s farm was used to make the handle, 
colors representing the Boy Scouts & Cub Scouts were used, as well as 
a cross to represent the Church.   
 



 

 

The MAM Pantry Team has come up with a new way to give out pantry 
supplies safely without folks crowding the MAM lobby. 

As a result, they are quickly running through everything they have for 
Home Care Packs, and for the Sack Lunches. They are especially in 

need of detergents and spray cleaners.  
 

Donations can be brought to the Church Office, Drive-Thru Dinners, 
and Sunday morning Worship Services. All items donated will be 

delivered to MAM. 
 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special 

occasion?  The 2021 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the 

Narthex. If  you are currently worshiping from home, but 

would still like to sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you 

may signup digitally by using this form: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084cabac2ba1fa7-2021.  The 

cost per arrangement is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be 

requested EARLY!  Checks should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church 

Office or placed in the Offering Box on Sunday mornings. 

If you are purchasing something for reimbursement by the church, 

please take a tax exempt form from the Church Office with you. You 

can keep it in your car, purse, wallet, etc.! Help us save a few dollars 

the next time you make a purchase for the church. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084cabac2ba1fa7-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084cabac2ba1fa7-2021


 

 



 

 



 

 

Thank you to everyone who has been contributing to the church each week! Don’t forget that 

the church expenses continue just the same. If you’re not attending in-person Worship, if at all 

possible, please mail in your contributions, or use the online giving option 

(www.springbranchpres.org/give).  

Thank you for your continued commitment! 

Anytime you place an order on Amazon.com, you have an opportunity to contribute to the 

Church (or any charity of your choice) through the Amazon Smile Program,  

and it’s so easy to use! 
 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of 

eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.  

Here’s how to shop AmazonSmile: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations 

(smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6017486) 

4. Select your charity 

5. Start shopping! 

6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even 

easier to return and start shopping at AmazonSmile 

Support SBPC by using AmazonSmile at smile.amazon.com, 

or directly at our Charity Link: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6017486 

In order to support Spring Branch Presbyterian Church through AmazonSmile, you have to 

make purchases through smile.amazon.com. When you are at that website, there is an 

indicator under the search bar that you are supporting the Church:  

http://www.springbranchpres.org/give
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6017486
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6017486


 

 

Kip Rouse 4/2 
Jani Shepard 4/6 

Carla Pace 4/9 

Elliot Rouse 4/9 

Emma Pace 4/10 
Terry Austin 4/11 

Emily Mitchell 4/14 

Dick Slover 4/14 

Donald McDaniel 4/16 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Christopher and Ashley Powell 4/7 
Sam and Rachel Wright 4/10 
Dianne and Jerry Bigelow 4/12 
Dorothy and Dick Slover 4/18 
Paul H. Jr & Nicki Laverty 4/21 
Jan and Gerald Fitts 4/26 
Ken and Terry Austin 4/28 

Kylie Alderson 4/17 

Karen Dikeman 4/20 

Alex Napuri 4/20 

Arletta Lees 4/23 

Thomas Lepera 4/25 

Carol Summers 4/25 

Nick Walters 4/26 

Parker Blome 4/27 
Jacob Smith 4/27 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 


