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Greetings, Spring Branch family! 
 
In the movie Forrest Gump, Jenny and Forrest walk to the place of her upbringing and her 
terrible story of abuse.   She begins to throw rocks until she runs out.  She then throws her 
sandals at her old house before collapsing.  Forrest comments, “Sometimes, I guess there just 
aren't enough rocks.” 
 
In the wake of the recent tragedy in Uvalde, I know a number of us are feeling like we had 
rocks to throw.  Like Jenny, we might feel slightly and temporarily better by throwing 
rocks.  However, it did not actually address her problem.  All she managed to do was to break 
a few old windows on an abandoned building.  And many are indeed finding rocks to 
throw.  It is a natural response to our anger, our hurt, our outrage.   My question to all of us is 
whether we are throwing at a target that is helpful.   The problem with rocks is that they hurt 
when they hit. 
 
In Ephesians 4:26 we read, “Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger.”   Being angry is not, in and of itself, wrong.   In fact I am very angry right now.  Here is 
a partial list: 
• I am angry that this violence happens in our country. 
• I am angry that even more parents will experience the anguish of losing a child. 
• I am angry that the police did not stop this incident much faster. 
• I am angry at the attempts on “both sides” to use this event for their own political 

purposes. 
• I am angry that there was effectively no way to stop this person, who had many known red 

flags, from purchasing a firearm, especially the ones he bought. 
• I am angry that there was essentially no mental help for this individual. 
• I am angry that the school did not follow their own safety protocols, despite having just 

gone through training. 
• I am angry that there were federal dollars available to make this school safe, but it was 

never done. 
• I am angry about being told how clergy should think, how we should protest, and even 

what to wear when we do. 
• I am angry at the name calling, the disrespect, and the hateful speech coming from the 

mouths of those who claim to be the more loving people. 
 
And there is so much more.  I could go on for quite a while, and I imagine that many of us 
could as well.  But sometimes, I guess, there just aren’t enough rocks. 



 

 
So what can we do?  Everyone seems to be asking this right now, so I thought I would give you 
some suggestions, knowing that you have other good ones as well. 
 
1.  Pray Fervently 
Contrary to what I have been hearing out there, prayer is not doing nothing!  I know from my 
own recent experiences that it is a very tangible source of strength. 
 
2.  Listen Genuinely 
I am actually hearing a lot of agreement from both sides on this.   Please get past the areas where 
we disagree and truly listen to the “other side.”   We are all in this together.  We must stop 
vilifying people we do not understand, or with whom we have honest disagreements.    

 
3.  Give Wisely 
While I wish we could simply write a check and fix the problem with gun violence, that isn’t 
going to happen.  Yet there are starting to emerge some funds which will directly help the lives of 
the victimized families, such as memorial funds.  There are other ways to give; towards a new 
mental health hospital which will be built as soon as possible.  Consider giving towards projects 
designed to making your particular world safer with structure and personnel upgrades.   These 
are only three examples, but watch for wise ways to give which will indeed have an impact. 

 
4.  Love Courageously 
If you have a passion for your point of view, then be angry without sinning.  Put your words and 
actions into a context where you will be heard.  If you are seen only as angry, there are very few 
who will want to listen.  Do not make one particular viewpoint the only basis for 
fellowship.   Understanding and a better world will be the result.  Then, if we are one, the world 
will know of the love of Christ. 

 
5.  Throw the right rocks 
These days, we need to make sure that our anger at a particular person, group, or ideal is 
justified.  Anger is energy and we only have a finite supply.  Further, with the added stress from 
the pandemic lately, we are seeing crime greatly increase.  We are seeing anger acted out in 
inappropriate ways.  It is not excusable, but it is understandable.  We need to make sure that our 
anger does not come out against those we love at an unexpected time.  If we need to vent, to 
scream, to pound the dust, there can certainly be value in that.  Find a way to care for yourself. 
But please make sure you are not leaving a wide wake of collateral damage. 
 
Brothers and sisters, I want you to know that I am here with you and that together we will get 
through this. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 

 

 
Kevin Boyd, Pastor 
 

"Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who has a hasty temper exalts folly."   
-Proverbs 14:29 



 

 



 

 

The Pentecost Offering helps our youth begin life with a strong start—a solid 
foundation of faith formed in the years from childhood through adulthood. Our 
congregation is joining the whole church in building for our future, in building 
individual lives of faith.  
 
Ways to Give: 

• Through the congregation on Pentecost Sunday, June 5th  
• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/donatepentecost 
• Text PENTECOST to 91999 to give 

 
A Foundation of Faith established during childhood through young adulthood helps 
ensure lifelong faith and service. When you give to the Pentecost Offering, you are 
helping to provide opportunities for young people to grow and share in their faith in 
Christ.  

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/PC999999/


 

 



 

 

Pentecost Sunday, June 5th, will be the last time that the Bulletin is emailed 
out church-wide weekly on the Saturday before Worship.  The Bulletins and 

stream links will continue to be shared as a blog post on the church 
website each Friday & on the church Facebook page, where you can access and 

print/view the Bulletin at any time. 

 

Beginning with Friday, June 10th, the direct link for the church website blog 
posts will be shared as part of the Friday email. After the Bulletin is finalized on 

Friday, the Bulletin file will be added to said blog posts. If you have any 

questions, please contact Ethan Mitchell.  

Nursery services will resume on Sunday, 
June 5th! Nursery will be available for 
children through Pre-K, starting at 9:15 AM 
each Sunday, and extending through shortly 
after the Worship Service. The Nursery will 
be in the Ducks classroom, Room 121, past 
the church office. For more information, 
please contact the Nursery Group 
Leader, Kat Dethloff.  

http://www.facebook.com/springbranchpres


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

There will be no Board Meetings, Bible Moderator Meetings, Bible Study,  

or ZIP Trips during the Summer. 

 

 

 

PW Unwind will meet on  6/6 at 6:00 PM Chavez Mexican Café. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 6/22 at 9:30 a.m. in the Gathering Place.  

There will be a PW WELCOMING TEA on 8/7 at 3:00 p.m. in the Gathering Place.  

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2022-2023 (Celebrating Sabbath) are available in the Church 

Office, or can be picked up from Sarah Dikeman’s house. The cost is $10. 

Presbyterian Women this Month 

The Presbyterian Women Unwind Dinner Group 

will resume meeting on Monday, June 6th, at 6:00 

PM at Chavez Mexican Café (2557 Gessner Rd, 77080). 

The Chavez Menu can be accessed here: http://

www.chavezmexicancafe.com/menus.php. The group 

gathers the first Monday of the month at local 

restaurants. For more information, please contact 

Jacquie Ballesteros.    

Ten ladies enjoyed a great lunch at McHugh’s 

Tea Room for our last ZIP Trip. Thank you to 

Marguerite Priest for arranging our wonderful 

ZIP Trips this year. We’re looking forward to 

new adventures next year! 

http://www.chavezmexicancafe.com/menus.php
http://www.chavezmexicancafe.com/menus.php


 

 

 

Save-the-Date for  
Vacation Bible School! 

July 19th-22nd 
9:00 AM-11:30 AM 
 

A time of music, worship, crafts, recreation, and fellowship is being 
planned. We welcome any individuals that would like to participate or 

volunteer to please let Miguel know in the church office. 
 

VBS Registration Form 2022 
VBS Youth Volunteer Registration Form 2022 
VBS Adult Volunteer Registration Form 2022 

The Happy Hands group will meet through the summer. Join us on 

Wednesday, June 22, at 9:30 AM in the Gathering Place for 

stuffing, sewing, and lots of great conversation. 

The Happy Hands group at Spring Branch 
Presbyterian Church is part of a community 
group known as Common Threads, which is a 
circle at the Memorial Drive United Methodist 
Church.  This summer, a mission team from 
MDUMC will go to the Maua Methodist 
Hospital in Maua, Kenya.  They asked for 
baby hats to take with them because they will 
be assisting with newborns and children at the 
hospital.  Anne and Betty stepped up to 
quickly make these hats. It is so good to know 
that 63 little ones will soon be wearing these 
hats. They are really cute and soft. 

Anne Brewin and Betty Magnuson are shown with the 63 baby hats  
they made for little children in Maua, Kenya! 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/VBS-Registration-2022.pdf
https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/VBS-Youth-Volunteer-Registration-2022.pdf
https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/VBS-Adult-Volunteer-Registration-2022.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 

Since October 2021, Spring Branch Presbyterian has been delighted to welcome 
and support Girl Scout Troop 124182, made up of Brownies and Daisies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

On May 25th, the Troop was able to celebrate their first pinning ceremony. Each 
Girl Scout at the pinning ceremony shared what they learned this year and what 

their favorite badges were.  
 

After the pinning ceremony, a time of fellowship and dinner was held. Troop 
124182 will meet again in September. If you would like to learn more about Girl 

Scouts or help, please contact Karen Dikeman. Many thanks to members and 
friends of SBPC that have supported the troop to date! 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church was pleased to 
celebrate three new Eagle Scouts in Troop 478 on 
Sunday, May 24th. We want to send a special 
congratulations to Brian Jones, Ian McCormack, and Keith 
Jones and their families.  
 
The Eagle Scout is the highest honor that can be achieved 

in Boy Scouts. Each Eagle Scout achieves a minimum of 21 merit 
badges, serves in a leadership role in the Troop, and completes a service 
project that will benefit their community.  
 
Troop 478 meets on Monday 
evenings at the Scout Hut, and new 
members are welcome at any time. 
Several exciting summer activities 
are planned and if you would like to 
learn more, please contact the 
church office.  

Eagle Scouts, Brian Jones, Keith Jones, and Ian 

McCormack pictured with their former teacher, 

Carla Pace! 



 

 

You are invited to attend Pastor’s Bible Study with Kevin! The group gathers at  

11:00 AM on Tuesday mornings. The Bible Study is now being offered both in-person  

and virtually. You may either join in-person at 11:00 AM in the Conference Room,  

or by Zoom using the information below. We hope to see you there! 

 

Meeting ID: 897 7951 2452 | Password: 754888 | Zoom Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09  

 

June 5, 2022; Day of Pentecost 

Text: Acts 2:1-21     

Title: “Blow The Walls Down” 

Focus: The Holy Spirit is the only true answer to bringing our world together. 

 

June 12, 2022; Trinity Sunday 

First Reading: Romans 5:1-5 

Text: John 16:12-15 

Title: “But, Wait...” 

Focus: Those of us who have peace with God in Christ receive some amazing bonus 

items. 

 

June 19, 2022; 2nd Sunday after Pentecost, Father’s Day 

First Reading: Luke 8:26-39 

Text: 1 Kings 19:1-15 

Title: “Just When You Never Expected” 

Focus: Difficult times often come when we least expect them.  God is still working 

wonderful things in our lives. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09


 

 

Congratulations to the FairBees Square Dancing Club! 
 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church wishes to 
congratulate our friends with FairBees Square Dancing 
Club for recently celebrating their 65th Anniversary on 
May 21st.  FairBees is one of the oldest square dancing 
clubs in our area. We also were delighted to welcome 
the many friends that came from Houston Square and 
Round Dance Council to join in the celebration.  

 
FairBees meets on Thursday Evenings in the Gathering Place, and all are 
welcome. The club begins square dancing at 7:30 PM and refreshments are 
provided. If you are interested in learning more about square dancing, 
FairBees will be offering new member classes in the fall.  

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church, through the help of our Presbyterian Men's 
Ministry, planned a special trip on May 21st to The Bible Seminary Joshua, Judges 
and Jesus exhibit. We were pleased to be joined by 11 members and friends as we 
reviewed over 170 artifacts of the bible. The tour was very informative, and we had a 
great time of fellowship at lunch afterwards.  
 
We invite men of the church to join us on the third Saturday of the month at 8:00-9:15 
AM for a time of fellowship and bible study in the Conference Room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We look forward to having another social event later this summer, so stay tuned! 



 

 

Summer Vacation Season has arrived! Please remember to 
snag those extra hotel toiletries while you are traveling. It’s 
also a good time to watch sales and stock up on items at dollar 
stores, and on grocery trips. And finally, be on the lookout for 
women’s sized shoe boxes. Seafarers’ Donations can be 
brought to the Church Office anytime of the year! Below is 
the list of requested items from the Seafarers’ Center: 

Hairbrush / Comb Kleenex Lip Balm 

Magnets Gold Bond Powder Gold Bond Cream 

T-shirts (new) Needle & Thread Shaving Cream 

Nail Clippers Toothpaste Gum & Hard Candy 

Q-Tips Mechanical Pencils Flashlight w/ batteries 

Popcorn Socks Word Search/ Sudoku/ Fill-in books 

Earbuds / Headphones USB Flash Drives 2023 Calendar 

Band-Aids (fabric) Baseball Caps (new) Disposable Razors 

Dental floss Deodorant Lotion 

Hot Chocolate Key Chains Texas Souvenirs 

Shampoo Playing Cards Toothbrushes 

Conditioner Body Wash Pocket sized notebooks & pens 

Now that we’re getting back into the swing of things, it’s a great 

time to place an SBPC yard sign in your front yard, welcoming your 

neighbors to join us in Worship! You may pick up the signs and 

stakes from the Narthex on Sunday mornings. 

           Greetings from Special Olympics in Malta! 
 

We are so happy to be at the Malta World Invitational! Holly earned the bronze medal 
in singles bocce, against countries that have permanent indoor bocce courts. I am 
proud and amazed. We are now on a first-name basis with the Chairge d'Affaires of 
the American Embassy here in Malta. Wendy has come to see us three times during 
our visit, marched, and sat with us at Opening Ceremonies. 



 

 

 

Spring Branch Presbyterian 
 

Sunday, 

July 24th  

8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
1215 Campbell Rd 

 

To schedule an appointment, 

contact Miguel Carlin 

(713) 464-7659 

miguel@springbranchpres.org 
 

Sponsor Code: 0324 



 

 



 

 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

B E AU T I F Y  t h e  C H U RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday 

mornings while honoring a loved one or commemorating a 

special occasion?  The 2022 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is 

located in the Narthex. If  you are currently worshiping from 

home, but would still like to sponsor flowers for a Worship 

Service, you may signup digitally by using this form: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022, 

 or to jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per 

arrangement is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and 

should be requested EARLY!  Checks should be written to SBPC and mailed to the 

Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Helpers are needed for compiling the lovely Sunday morning 
PowerPoint presentations we use in worship! Plenty of spots 

are available, training is provided, and it can be done from 
home, as it is not an overly difficult process. Please contact 

Ethan Mitchell or Patty Blome if you have any questions or are 
willing to help out! 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th Saturday of each 
month we look for individuals to deliver meals to  
shut-ins.  We have 2 routes with about 14 people on each 
route, so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 
month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are interested in 
volunteering to deliver meals one month.   

PW Will hold its Welcoming Tea on Sunday, August 7th. Kay 
Craig, Betty Magnuson, and Barbara Tremble are coordinating 
this year. Volunteers for auction, food, setup, and cleanup are 
needed.  

https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Garth and Susan Heitshusen 6/2 
Evan and Madeline Powell 6/11 
Kathryn Dehloff and Jack Carr 6/15 
Neal and Karen Dikeman 6/16 
Curtis and Jeannie Stockton 6/16 
Ken and Linda Crawford 6/19 
Brittany and Scott Lassiter 6/27 
Anne and McKie Johnson 6/29 

Anne Johnson 6/17 

Elizabeth Bik 6/23 

McKie Johnson 6/24 

Ken Austin 6/27 

Bill Bryant 6/27 

Ryan Blair 6/28 

Elizabeth Murphy 6/30 

  

  

  
  
  
  

  
  

Dorothy Slover 6/4 
Lily Earnest 6/5 
Isaiah Tapia 6/6 

Charles Craig 6/7 

Jeremy Alderson 6/8 
Matthew Alderson 6/8 
Alyze Ballejo 6/12 

Kay Craig 6/12 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

“From the rising of the sun to its setting,  

the name of the Lord is to be praised!” 
-Psalm 113:3 


